


“Kirby Atkins' two decade labor of love is amazing. A 
kick-ass film, it will move you to tears. This is not a 
by the numbers tale by any stretch of the 
imagination, with the result that we are moved much 
more deeply than most recent Disney or Pixar films. 
Told with beautiful images, perfect voices and a 
magnificent sense of daring do, MOSLEY is the kind 
of film they don't make anymore, a myth made 
modern, perfectly modulated to delight, 
move and inspire its audience. This is 
a story of growth and hope and exactly 
the sort of film we need right now.”

Steve Koplan - 
UNSEENFILMS.net

http://unseenfilms.net/
http://unseenfilms.net/




 

Over the next several years Kirby storyboarded the 
entire film.  Beside him constantly was his young 
daughter, Leah, who at six years old was very 
familiar with the world and took to drawing the 
characters herself.  

Voices were needed-- particularly for the characters 
of Mosley and Rue.  Kirby decided to record his 
daughter and himself playing out a few scenes.

That changed everything. Those performances are 
the very ones you'll hear in the final film, MOSLEY.

In 2018 (when Leah turned 20 and Kirby, 50) 
MOSLEY premiered as the first New Zealand/China 
co-production of an animated feature film.

20 years ago Kirby Atkins 
was newly married and 
starting a family as well as 
a career in animation.  He 
began developing a story 
partly inspired by time 
spent as a child on his 
grandparents’ farm not long 
after his mother’s death.  
The themes were about loss 
and learning to walk upright.



New Zealand-born actress who 
became famous for her portrayal of 
the title character in the popular 
television show Xena: Warrior 
Princess and a recurring role on 
the Sci-Fi Channel’s Battlestar 
Galactica series.

Welsh actor known for his portrayal of Gimli in 
The Lord of the Rings trilogy and the 
charismatic excavator Sallah in Raiders of the 
Lost Ark and Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade.

New Zealand actor who gained recognition for his 
role as Jango Fett in Star Wars: Episode II – 
Attack of the Clones. He is also known for 
voicing Chief Tui in Disney's Moana and his role 
in Aquaman (2019).

Comedian best known for playing the band 
manager of Flight of the Conchords, as well 
as roles in Yes Man, Jumanji, and A Series of 
Unfortunate Events.



A family of four-legged creatures 
known as “thoriphants” work as 
beasts of burden for SIMON, a 
bitter farmer living on an isolated 
plot of land. 

One night, the thoriphant MOSLEY 
and his young son, RUE, discover 
a cave with ancient drawings 
representing creatures just like 
themselves, only these have 
HANDS and WALK UPRIGHT. 

The discovery prompts Mosley to 
embark on a dangerous quest 
even as Simon hires WARFIELD, a 
brutal hunter to track him down... 

The journey becomes a harrowing 
race against the clock.  Mosley 
must rescue his family and 
perhaps, along the way, discover 
his own true nature. 

With large and layered themes, 
MOSLEY is a timeless story, an 
epic tale of love, sacrifice, and 
learning to walk upright.    



Alain Mayrand was named 
‘Composer to Watch” by L.A.’s 
Film Music Magazine, Alain’s 
score for “No Letting Go” 
recently won an Accolade award 
for scoring excellence. His score 
for “The Legend of Silk Boy” was 
the best reviewed indie 
soundtrack of the year.  Also an 
accomplished orchestrator and 
conductor, Alain has worked on 
blockbusters , “Ender’s Game”, 
“Elysium”, as well “What 
Happened to Monday” “Dead 
Snow II” and the TV series 
“Olympus.”

“I have to say, my greatest experience in directing 
MOSLEY was to hear the orchestra strike up the 
“family theme” in that giant hall in Hungary.  The film 
is a marvel and a miracle and it would not have been 
so without Alain Mayrand.”

Kirby Atkins
Writer/Director of MOSLEY
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